
We know that he must have a dense body to live in the visible
World.  He also has a vital body composed of ether which enables
him to sense things around him.   He has a desire body formed of
the materials of the Desire World which gives him a passionate
nature and incites him to action.  The Mind is formed of the sub-
stance of the Region of Concrete Thought and acts as a brake
upon impulse; it gives purpose to action.  The real man, the
Thinker or Ego, functions in the Region of Abstract Thought, act-
ing upon and through his various instruments. 

Lecture No. 4 deals with the normal and abnormal conditions of
life such as Sleep, Dreams, Trance, Hypnotism, Mediumship, and
Insanity.  The previously mentioned finer vehicles are all concen-
tric with the dense body in the waking state when we are active in
thought, word, and deed, but the activities of the day cause the
body to grow tired and sleepy.  

When the wear and tear incident to use of a building has made
exhaustive repairs necessary, the tenants must move out that the
workmen may have full scope for restoration.  So when wear and
tear of the day has exhausted the body, it is necessary that the Ego
move out.  That withdrawal renders the body unconscious, and
definite work is necessary to restore its tone and rhythm.  During
the night the Ego hovers outside the dense body clothed in desire
body and mind.  Sometimes the Ego only withdraws partially, is
half in the body and half out; then it sees both the Desire World
and the Physical World, but confused as in a dream.  

Hypnotism is a mental assault.  The unsuspecting victim is dri-
ven out of his body, the hypnotist obtains control.

The victims of the hypnotist are released at his death, however,
but the medium is not so fortunate.  Spirit controls are really invis-
ible hypnotists.  Their invisibility gives great scope for deception,
and after death they may take possession of a medium’s desire
body, use it for ages, and keep their hapless victims from pro-
gressing along the pathway of evolution.  This latter phase of
mediumship is elucidated in No. 5, which deals with Death and 



Life in Purgatory.
What we call death is in reality but a shifting of consciousness

from one World to another.  We have a science of birth with
trained nurses, obstetricians, antiseptics, and every other means of
caring for the incoming Ego, but are sorely in need of a science of
death, for when a friend is passing out of our concrete existence,
we stand helplessly about, ignorant of how to assist, or worse, we
do things which make the passing infinitely harder than if we
merely stood idly by.  Giving stimulants is one of our worst
offenses against the dying, as it draws the passing spirit into the
dense body again with the force of a catapult.  

After the heart has stopped, on account of the partial rupture of
the silver cord (which united the higher and lower vehicles of man
during sleep and remains unsevered for a time, varying from a few
hours to three and a half days after death), there is still on that
account a certain feeling if the body is embalmed, opened for
post-mortem examination, or cremated.  The body should, there-
fore, be left unmolested, for at that time the passing Ego is
engaged in reviewing the pictures of its past life (which are seen
in a flash by drowning persons).  These pictures are impressed
daily and hourly upon the ether of the vital body as independent-
ly of our observation as a detailed picture is impressed upon the
photographic plate by the ether, regardless of whether the photog-
rapher observed details or not.  They form an absolutely true
record of our past life, which we may call the sub-conscious mem-
ory (or mind) far superior to the view we consciously store in our
memory (or mind).  

Under the immutable Law of Consequence, which decrees that
what we sow we reap, the deeds of life are the basis of our exis-
tence after death.  The panorama of a past life is the book of the
Recording Angels, who are adjusters of the score we make under
the Law of Consequence.

Review of the life panorama just after death etches the pictures into
the desire body, which is our normal vehicle in the Desire World, 



where Purgatory and the First Heaven are located.
The panorama of life is the basis of purgation of evil in purga-

tory and assimilation of good deeds in the first heaven.  It is of the
highest importance that this panorama be deeply etched into the
desire body, for if that impress is deep and clear the Ego will suf-
fer more sharply in purgatory and experience a keener joy in the
first heaven.  This feeling will remain as conscience in future lives
to impel good action and discourage evil deeds.  

If the passing spirit is left in peace and quiet to concentrate upon
the life-panorama, the etching will be clear and sharp, but if the
relatives detract his attention by loud hysterical lamentations dur-
ing the first three and one-half days when the silver cord is yet
intact, a shallow or blurred impression will cause the spirit to lose
much of the lessons which should have been learned.  To correct
this anomaly the Recording Angels are often forced to terminate
the next Earth-life in early childhood before the desire body has
come to birth, as described in Birth a Fourfold Event (lecture No.
7) for that which has not been quickened cannot die, and so the
child goes into the first heaven and learns the lessons it did not
learn before, and is thus equipped to pass on in Life’s School.

As such Egos retain the desire body and mind they had in the
life where they died as children, it often happens that they remem-
ber that life, for they only stay out of Earth life from one to twen-
ty years.

Suffering in purgatory arises from two causes:  Desires which
cannot be gratified or the reaction to the pictures of the life
panorama—the drunkard suffers tortures of Tantalus because he
has no means of obtaining or retaining drink.  The miser suffers
because he lacks the hand to restrain his heirs from squandering
his cherished hoard.  Thus the Law of Consequence purges evil
habits until desire has burned itself out. 

If we have been cruel the panorama of life radiates back upon us
the picture of ourselves and our victims.  Conditions are reversed
in purgatory; we suffer as they suffered.  Thus, in time, we are 



When the Ego has helped to build the creative archetype for the
environment of its next earth-life, in the second heaven, it ascends
into the Third Heaven, located in the Region of Abstract Thought.
But few people have learned to think abstractly, as in mathemat-
ics; the majority of people are therefore unconscious, as in sleep,
waiting for the Clock of Destiny—the stars, to indicate the time
when effects engendered by the action of past lives can be worked
out.  When the heavenly time makers, the Sun, Moon, and plan-
ets, have reached a proper position, the Ego wakes and desires a
new embodiment.

The Recording Angels look up the record of all our past lives,
which is stamped upon the super-conscious mind each time an
Ego withdraws to the third Heaven, as outlined in lecture No. 7,
Birth a Fourfold Event.  When there is no particular reason why a
certain environment should be taken, the Ego has choice of vari-
ous embodiments.  These are shown to it as a panorama, giving
the great outline of each proposed life, but leaving scope for indi-
vidual free-will in the detail.  

Once a choice has been made, the Ego is bound to liquidate ripe
causes selected by the Recording Angels, and any attempt to
evade that will be frustrated.  It should be carefully noted that evil
is eradicated in Purgatory.  Only tendencies remain, to tempt us
till we have consciously overcome.  Thus we are born innocent
and at least every evil act is an act of free will.

When the Ego descends toward rebirth, it gathers the materials
for its new bodies, but they are not born at the same time.  Birth
of the vital body inaugurates rapid growth from 7 to 14, ripening
also the propagative faculty.  Birth of the desire body at 14 gives
rise to the impulsive period from 14 to 21.  At that age the birth of
the mind furnishes a brake on impulse and gives a foundation for
serious life.



THE

Rosicrucian
Cosmo

Conception
FOURTH EDITION
Price $1.50, Postfree

This remarkable book by Max Heindel marks an entirely new
departure in mystic literature.

For the first time in history the Western Wisdom Teaching con-
cerning Life and Being, which the Rosicrucians have guarded for
centuries, is here given by an authorized messenger, for it is held
that the world is now ready to receive this advanced science of the
soul.

The existing soul-hunger, and the satisfying nature of the
Rosicrucian teachings are equally well attested by the phenome-
nal sale of this great book—necessitating the issue of three large
editions in one year and eight months—and the many thousands
of letters received by the author from grateful students all over the
world, who testify that they have found in this book what they
have long sought elsewhere in vain.

It is one of the fundamental requirements of the Rosicrucians
that their teachings may not be promulgated for gain.  The work
itself amply demonstrates that the author carries this injunction
out to the letter, for the edition covers 608 pages, is printed in
clear type on good paper; it is bound in cloth with reinforcements
to withstand the hard wear given to a text-book; has 30 diagrams
and illustrations, two of them in four colors; and an index of 60



pages, so thorough that it is almost a syllabus of any subject in the
book.  The beautiful symbolical cover design is stamped in red,
black, and genuine gold, the three edges are also gold, making it
an unusually handsome volume at the extremely low price of
$1.50, postfree.

The wide scope of the book is indicated by the notes on the title-
page, in which it is stated to be “an elementary treatise upon
Man’s past evolution, present constitution, and future develop-
ment.”

We give herewith some headings of chapters and subdivisions as
a slight indication of what is contained in this mine of mystic light
and knowledge.

PART I

The Visible and Invisible Worlds, with two diagrams.
The Four Kingdoms, with two diagrams showing their vehicles

and consciousness.
Man and the Method of Evolution.  Spirit, Soul, and Body;

Thought, Memory, and Soul-growth.  The conscious, subcon-
scious, and super-conscious mind.  The science of death, the
beneficence of purgatory, life in heaven; preparation for re-birth.

Rebirth and the Law of Consequence. Wine as a factor in
evolution, an authentic story proving re-birth.

PART II
The Relation of Man to God, with diagram.
The Scheme of Evolution.  A general outline, with diagram of

the Seven World Periods.
The Path of Evolution. Cosmic Days of active work and

Cosmic Nights of passive contemplation.
The Work of Evolution. How the Cherubim, Seraphim,

Archangels, and Angels helped.
Genesis and Evolution of Our Solar System. Chaos the seed-

ground of Cosmos.  Birth of the Planets.  Planetary Spirits.



Christ or 
Buddha?

By Anett C. Rich

With a

Foreword by Max Heindel

30c postfree

The idea that India is the main repository of occult knowledge is held
by many who have forsaken the Christian Religion to embrace
Hinduism.  Christ or Buddha? shows most clearly that

THE WESTERN WISDOM TEACHING

throws a light upon the problems of life which is much more intense,
far-reaching and soul satisfying in every respect.  A partial list of con-
tents will indicate its scope.

Involution, Evolution, and Epigenesis
Trance
Dreamless sleep
Dreams
The Waking State
The Mystery of Blood
The Mystery of Sex
The Mystery of Death
The Christ of the West is not the Christ of the East
The Christ of the West
The law of infant mortality



THE

Rosicrucian 
Philosophy

In Questions and Answers

Price $1.15    Postfree

A book of ready reference upon all mystic matters, which ought to
be in the library of every occult student.  It covers 432 pages; has a
considerable number of illuminating diagrams, is printed on fine paper
in clear type, reinforced binding of cloth with the beautiful Rosicrucian
symbols stamped upon the cover in red, black, and genuine gold leaf;
the three edges are also gold.

The handsome style of this volume will make it a much appreciated
gift book, and the merely nominal price is an inducement to liberality.

PARTIAL LIST OF SUBJECTS.
Section I.—Life on Earth.  Social Conditions, Marriage, Children,

Sleep and Dreams, Health and Disease.
Section II.—Life after Death. Cremation, Purgatory, The First

Heaven, The Second Heaven, The Third Heaven,
Guardian Angels.

Section III.—Rebirth.  The Law of Rebirth, The Law of Causation,
Transmigration.

Section IV.—The Bible Teachings.  The Creation, The Fall, The
Immaculate Conception, Sayings of Christ.

Section V.—Spiritualistic Phenomena. Mediumship, Obsession,
Materialization.

Section VI.—Clairvoyance.  Dangers of Psychism, True Spiritual
Unfoldment, Initiation. 

Section VII.—Astrology.  True and False.
Section VIII.—Animals.  Their Life Here and Hereafter.



The Message
of the Stars
50 Cents, Postfree

When Simplified Scientific Astrology was published, Mr.
Heindel stated his intention of writing a book on the art of read-
ing a horoscope.  He promised particularly to elucidate his method
of detecting incipient diseases, so that application of the prover-
bial ounce of prevention may preserve our health and make cure
unnecessary.

The great book is now ready.  Had Max Heindel written it alone,
it would be

IN A CLASS BY ITSELF

but being the product of both Max Heindel and his equally able
Companion in the Work, Augusta Foss Heindel,

IT IS A MASTER-KEY

to the esoteric side of Astrology, with the key to its practical
application in Life.  Twenty-two horoscopes are used to illustrate
diagnosis of disease; examples show how

SPIRITUAL SIGHT AND MEDIUMSHIP

are indicated in the horoscope, etc.



Simplified
Scientific

Astrology
SECOND EDITION

40 Cents,  Postfree

Competent Astrologers all over the world have complimented Mr.
Heindel on his simplified method of casting a horoscope in a thor-
oughly scientific manner.  They have marveled at the lucidity of his
explanations and at the information contained within the covers of this
book, and the second edition will cause them to coin new superlatives
of praise, for it is revised, partly rewritten, and though the number of
pages is the same as in the first edition, much new matter has been
inserted by economizing space.

Notwithstanding the increased value, the price remains the same: 40c
postfree.  Thus students who have the first edition can easily afford to
get the second also.



THE

Rosicrucian 
Mysteries

200 pp.  cloth.  75c postfree

This Is

THE BOOK FOR THE BUSY MAN

who is seeking a solution to the Great Mystery called Life, but
lacks leisure to wade through volumes of metaphysical specula-
tion.  The lucid and logical explanations carry conviction.  They
bear

THE STAMP OF TRUTH

Nevertheless, the language is so simple, clear and devoid of tech-
nicalities that

A CHILD CAN UNDERSTAND

its message.  It is therefore specially suited to beginners, but
advanced students will find

The Mystery
Of

Light, Color, and Consciousness

and similar subjects of vital interest.



Astrology
by

Correspondence
WHY YOU OUGHT TO STUDY ASTROLOGY

There is a side of the moon which we never see, but that hidden
half is as potent a factor in creating the ebb and flow as the part of
the moon which is visible.  Similarly, there is an invisible part of
man which exerts a powerful influence in life, and as the tides are
measured by the motion of sun and moon, so also the eventuali-
ties of existence are measured by the circling stars, which may
therefore be called “the Clock of Destiny,” and knowledge of their
import is an immense power, for to the competent Astrologer a
horoscope reveals every secret of life.

Thus, when you have given an astrologer the data of your birth,
you have given him the key to your innermost soul, and there is
no secret that he may not ferret out.  This knowledge may be used
for good or ill, to help or hurt, according to the nature of the man.
Only a tried friend should be trusted with this key to your soul,
and it should never be given to anyone base enough to prostitute
a spiritual science for material gain.

To the medical man Astrology is invaluable in diagnosing dis-
eases and prescribing a remedy, for it reveals the hidden cause of
all ailments.



If you are a parent the horoscope will aid you to detect the evil
intent in your child and teach you how to apply the ounce of pre-
vention.  It will show you the good points also, that you may make
a better man or woman of the soul entrusted to your care.  It will
reveal systematic weakness and enable you to guard the health of
your child; it will show what talents are there, and how the life
may be lived to a maximum of usefulness.  Therefore, the mes-
sage of the marching orbs is so important that you cannot afford
to remain ignorant thereof.

In order to aid those who are willing to help themselves we have
started a Correspondence Class.

No direct charge will be made for tuition, but we trust that stu-
dents will realize their moral obligation to contribute to the work
which helps them.

If you are looking for fortune telling we have nothing for you.

Our Lessons are Sermons

They embody the highest moral and spiritual principles, togeth-
er with the loftiest system of ethics, for Astrology is, to us, a phase
of religion, we never look at a horoscope without feeling that we
are in a holy presence, face to face with an immortal soul, and our
attitude is one of prayer for light to guide that soul aright.

We Do Not Cast Horoscopes

Despite all we can say, many people write enclosing money for
horoscopes, forcing us to spend valuable time writing letters of
refusal and giving us the trouble of returning the money.  Please
do not thus annoy us.  It will avail you nothing.
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